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power, not only in Paris, but in after days in the Convention
itself.

In Santerre's house it was decided that an attempt should
be made to terrify the king into recalling his late ministers.
They said, M, Veto has things too much his own way, and
ought to see whom the  people really love; but since  such
designs could not be openly avowed, it was decided that leave
for a demonstration should be asked of the municipality of
Paris, on the ground that the citizens of the Faubourgs Saint
Antoine and Saint Marceau wished to present a petition to
the Legislative Assembly and to the king on the day of the
oath of the Tennis Court; and afterwards to plant a tree of
liberty on the Terrace of the Feuillants, in memory of the
famous oath.    The council-general of the municipality refused
their consent and referred the request to the directory of the
department and to the government.    But the council-general
only met once a fortnight, and in the interim Santerre and his
friends hoped to obtain the consent which they sought from
the mayor and the procureur of the commune, who held power
when the council-general was not sitting.    Potion was terribly
embarrassed.    He feared to lose his popularity by insisting on
the refusal which the council-general had given to the citizens
of Saint Antoine and Saint Marceau, and at the same time he
feared that if the executive got the better of an armed assembly,
which he expected would end by a riot, he would be called to
a strict account.    Therefore, on the advice of Manuel, the pro-
cureur of the commune, he determined to summon together
the administrators of the police and the commandants of the
national guards of the excited faubourgs, in order to throw
the responsibility on them.   The administrators of police were
Panis, the brother-in-law of Santerre, and an indifferent poet;
Sergent, a well-known engraver; Vigner, and Perron; and the
four commandants  were  Santerre, Alexandre, the sergeant
Bonneau, who commanded the battalion of Sainte Marguerite,
and the actor Saint Prix, who commanded the battalion of Val
cle Grace.    Saint Prix afforded Potion a means of escape from
his embarrassment, and suggested that the national guards of